June 5, 1351

br, Harold C, Urey
Separtment of Chemistry
University of Callfornla
La Jotie, Callifornle

Lesr raroild:

Kow seens 1o #s Lo b8 @ propitious time to push for a vigorous concrete
progrem ©f dea; spsce and planstary explorstions, Our next best bet is 1968, and
we ave to push Fairly hard and soon t0 kesp the schedule from slipping to 1967!

in view ¢f Lha inparfect relisbility and puyloes liniltations of our vehicles,
the productivity of 196h misslons should be better atiured and strengtheced by
orgenizing 'floets ' o7 sevsarsl vehicles, not Just single shoti. Furthermore, these
proposels should help to dranetize the scientific cbjectives and heln to gat them
nacessary politlcal support.

hpart from what we might do ourselves, this program also glves us a
tangible goal for internstional cooperation. Many proposals for competiticn with
the U Sk have been unreailsiically smbiticous. And | think | would drasd the comnlttes
work that would be nesded to effectuate » marriage of US sxperiments with USSK
vehicias. But | would like to propose that 1064 ve designated as an intarpianetary
Vear' . This wauid be & proposal Gf the NAL through COSPAR. It would urge the
govarmmants to place special emphasis on planetary and interpisnetary alssions
during that year. {t would ask for special emphasis on wutual discussions of
pians (the optimun leunch dates are too cbvious for any secrecy) with & view te
gotting the aust effective return, sspecially of Interplanetary data. And the
W of the vehicles should be coordinated for the best exploitation
of the miszlonx. This wey de specially pertinent to the relay of data from
planetary landers and orbiters. Altogether the pisn wouid be consistent with the
ldeals of Yennedy's propossls.

Te prepare & strong position on this, | would suggest thet & small group
of the Spuce Sclence Board prepere a brief paper, perhaps amplifying (snd connecting?)
the enciosed suggestions for Soerd action on trensmittal to HASA and PSAC, If we
can resct to this and communicate by phone and mall we may be able to forfend anether
meetirg. 1f It can't He heiped, | would be very plessed If we could gat toysther
hera or st La Jolia.

There is some possibility of COSPAR~related ssssions with USSR participation
this August end It would be gratifying to be able to brosch this suggestion at
these occasions.

Yours sincerely,

' \{ f - ¢
00 oS Professor of Genetics
enc: ?("‘/ [Nl s
cc: Or. Berkner, Dr. Simpson, Dr. Rossi, Mr. Derbyshire
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